Food Demand-a Staggering Job 


By Keith Power 

The demand in the Hearst 
kidnap — envisioning the 
biggest, single food give- 
away in California’s history 
— was greeted with careful 
silence yesterday ; by the au- 
thorities and most of the 
radical-reform groups that 
were listed in the letter from 
the Symbionese Liberation 


Army. 

It was clear, however, 
that the logistics involved in 
supplying an, estimated $350 
million worth of food to ap- 
proximately five million Cal- 
ifornians would be stagger- 
ing. 

The timetable for delivery 
in seven California cities, in- 
cluding San Francisco, Oak- 


land, Richmond, East Palo 
Alto and Santa Rosa, allows 
four weeks starting next 
Tuesday. . . 

Food would be distributed 
at well known retail stores 
on each Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday so that those 
qualifying for the handout 
“will not be forced to stand 
waiting in long lines” 


cording to the Symbionese 
Liberation Army. 

Those qualifying, the de- 
mand said, are “all people 
with welfare cards, Social 
Security pension cards, food 
stamp cards, disabled veter- 
an cards, Medi - Cal cards, 
parole or probation papers, 
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and jail or bail release 
slips.” 

Welfare authorities at both 
the state and local levels 
sard it would be impossible 
to produce a close approx- 
imation of the numbers in- 
volved. Many aid recipients 
are on two programs and in 
the case of persons on pro- 
bation, for instance, the fi- 
gures are kept by separate 
counties./ 

Working on base figures of 
three million Social Security 
beneficiaries in California 
and 1.4 million state welfare 
recipients, a conservative 
estimate would be one in ev- 
ery four Californians, the 
experts said. 

Supermarkets like Safe- 
way and Mayfair were pro- 
posed by the kidnapers to 
distribute the $70 worth of 
“meats, vegetables and 
dairy products.” 

A Mayfair spokesman de- 
clined comment and ! Safe- 
way issued a statement say- 
ing that police authorities 
“will be determining what 
action they will recommend 
in this matter and will un- 
doubtedly advise the busi- 
ness community of their rec- 
ommendations.” 

The kidnapers, addressing 
“The People,” said: “If you 
are not receiving your food, 
all you have to do is 
voice your discontent in the 
streets, at bus stops, movie 
theaters, etc, and we will 
hear about.” 

The kidnapers then called 


upon “community groups 
... to act as observers and 
co - ordinators to see to it 
that the aged and the dis- 
abled receive their food and 
ways to transport it and 
shop for it, AND to see to it 
that NO police-state agents, 
in or out of uniform, are al- 
lowed to be in the areas of 
food distribution or photo- 
graph or harass the people.” 

The letter specifically sug- 
gested the Nairobi College in 
East Palo Alto, Glide Me- 
morial Church in San Fran- 
cisco, the Black Teachers 
Caucus, the National Wel- 
fare Rights Organization, 
the United Farm Workers, 


AIM, Third World Women’s 
Alliance, United Prisoner’s 
Union, Getting Together, 
Kalayan,, * Triple Jeopardy, 
Black Panther Party and 
The Anvil. 

The Reverend Edward L. 
Peet, president of the Cali- 
fornia Legislative Council 
for Older Americans, angri- 
ly rejected the food givea- 
way demanded yesterday by* 
the kidnapers of Patricia 
Hearst. 

“We will go hungry before 
we accept food under the 
threat of violence,” Peet, 72, 
said. He said he was speak- 
ing for one million people 
represented by his council. 

Popeye Jackson, president 


of the United Prisoners 
Union, said: 

“Speaking as an indivi- 
dual, 1 wouldn’t wish her 
(Miss Hearst) any harm. We 
will gladly do what we may 
be asked to do to help, but 
what about the thousands of 
badly . treated prisoners in 
California’s concentration 
camps?” 

Representatives of other 
organizations contacted by 
The Chronicle said they 
were in no position to com- 
ment because they were still 
studying the demands. 

A statement issued by 
Cesar Chavez* United Farm 
Workers said: “We know po- 
thing about the demands 
which are being made be- 
yond the reports which the 
press has given us today. 
We are concerned with the 
safety and release of Miss 
Hearst.’’ 

Nairobi College, the Black 
Panther Party and Glide 
Memorial Church were sep- 
arately considering their 
response, officials said. 

In Sacramento, Philip J. 
Newlin, chief deputy direc- 
tor of the state Department 
of Social Welfare, declined 
to comment as to whether 
such a mass giveaway pro- 
gram is feasible. 

State Senator James Mills 
(Dem-San Diego)', acting 
governor in the absence out 
of state of Governor Ronald 
Reagan and Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor Ed Reinecke, said he 
had no comment on the de- 
mand. 


